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AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMEMBASSY МОSСОW
АМЕМВАSSY NEW DELHI
AMEMBASSY TEHRANSUBJECT:

PAKISTAN/SOVIET RELATIONS: COMMENTS ON !NR
ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET-ACTIVITIES DIRECTED АGAINST

IRAN AND РAKISTAN

1. EМВASSY GENERALLY AGREES WITH CONCLUSION
DRAWN IN INR PAPER: BHUTTO'S CURRENT STRATEGY RE-
GARDING SOVIET "ТНREAT" DIRECTED Т OWARDS OBTAINING
MILITARY ЕQUIPMENT FROM ТHS US AND TOWARDS DISCREDITIN
HIS DOMESTIC РОLITICAL OPPOSITION. HOWEVER, ЕMBASSY
DIFFERS WITH SOME INR JUDGEMENTS LEADING TO ABOVE
CONCLUSIONS OUR СОММENTS ON SPECIFIC STATEMENTS IN
PAPER FOLLOW

2. RE  IRAQI ARMS AFFAIR, AS REPORTED IN SEVERAL OF-OUR
МЕSSAGES DURING PAST WEEK, SENIOR GOP
OFFICIALS IN VARIOUS МINISTRIES (DEFENSE, INTELLIGENCE
ВUREAU, МINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS) ARE UNABLE TO
EXPLAIN SATISFACTORILY SEVERAL KEY  ASPECTS OF
DESTINATION OF АRМS, PURPOSE BEHIND ARMS DELIVERIES,
THIRD-COUNTRY INVOLVEMENT. UNTIL , MORE FACTS ARE

DECLASSIFIED 
A/ISS/IPS, Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
October 11, 2007



PAGE 02

АSCERTAINED, ЕМBASSY IS NOT PREPARED TO  DISMISS
РOSSIBLITY THAT SOVIETS WERE NOT ONLY AWARE
OF IRAQI ARMS SMUGGLING ВUT THAT SOVIETS MAY IN FACT HAVE BEEN
ACTING IN COMPLICITY WITH IRAQIS.3.

 WE DO AGREE THAT BHUTTO НАS SEIZED OPPORTUNITY
РRЕSENTED BY AR МS DISCOVERY TO DISCREDIT
HIS POLITICAL OPPOSITION HOWEVER, GOP TROD
SOFTLY IN PUBLICLY LINKING  SOVIETS WITH POLITICALOPPOSITION

 ON ARMS AFFAIR. FOR EXEМPLE,  BHUTTO'S
REMARKED AS RECENTLY AS FEB 2 THAT RELATIONS WITH USSR "WILL FURTHER
IMPROVE." RATHER, GOP HAS INVOKED PAST' INDISCRETIONS
OF NATIONAL AWAMI PARTY AND AMAAT-I-ISLAM LEADERS
TN TRANSPARENT 	 EFFORT TO PIN SECESSIONIST LABEL ON FORMER
AND ANTI-PAKISTAN  LАBEL ON LATTER.4. EMBASSY

4.  ALSO CANNOT SUBSCRIBE TO THESIS THAT
BHUTTO HAS РLАСED ALL BLAME ON  SOVIETS FOR 1971

DАBACLE, THUS EXONERATING YAHYA REGIME. YAHYA СLIQUE HAS
ВЕEN REPEATEDLY AND BITTERLY DENOUNCED BY BHUTTO FOR GDRSS MISMANA-
GЕМ N Т OF NATION'S AFFAIRS INCLUDING RELATIONS WITH FAST
PAKISTAN AND СОNDUCT OF DECEMBER WAR.
THIS WAS PARТICULARLY EMPHASIZED DURING EARLY
MONTHS OF BHUTTO GOVERNMENT, AS BHUTTO RETIRED OR EXILED
MOST SENIOR SERVICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATED WITH "POLITICAL"
GENERALS. IN RECENT МONTHS, CONSPIRACY ТHEORY HAS
GAINED GROUND. REVERSION TO CONSPIRACY АРРROACH Т
PROBABLY, IN РАRT, DUE TO РAK РERCEPTION OF Е VENTS IN
1971 AND ADDITIONALLY REFLECTS REPROACHES ТO BHUTTO FROM
РАК MILITARY RЕSENTFUL OF CONTINUED ADVERSE PUBLICITY.

5. WHETHER THE SHАН НАS SIMPLY BOUGHT BHUTTO'S VIEW
OF SOVIET INTENTIONS IN SOUTH  ASIAIS UNCERTAIN

 IN OUR VIEW.  WE THINK THE REVERSE IS МORE LIKELY.

б . SOVIET  MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN WAS
FLEETING (1968-69) AND HAS BECOME MATTER OF ANCIENT HISTORY то PAKS
FOLLOWING EVENTS OF PAST TWO YEARS. WITHOUT REVIEWING
HISTORY OF THIS	 EPISODE IN SOVIET-PAK REATIONS,  W
SUSPECT THAT СЕSSATION OF ARMS RELATIONSHIP SOMEWHAT
МORE COMPLEX THAN THAT OFFERED IN PARA 7, RF ТЕL.
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7 . FURТHER COMMENTS ТHIS SBJECT CONTAINED ISLAMABAD  16 З ON
"PAKISTANI PERCEPTION OF S O V IET INTENTIONS".  GDS
SOBER
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